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CHOICE IN EDUCATION ACT 
PROPOSALS SUBMISSION  

 
The Association of Alberta Public Charter Schools 

 
Preamble 
 
The Association of Alberta Public Charter Schools is pleased to submit our comments regarding the 
impending Choice in Education Act. As a group of successful charter schools, we are uniquely positioned 
to recognize the opportunities provided by choice in education. We appreciate the government’s 
commitment to affirm, protect, enhance and improve upon this important component of education in 
Alberta.  
 
Our submission suggests ways and means of dealing with challenges and creating enhanced and 
improved opportunities for Alberta parents to benefit from the charter school option. If desired, the 
Association will gather, and submit to the Minister, documentation demonstrating the success of charter 
schools. 
 
Additionally, we understand and acknowledge the immense importance of defining choice in education in a 
manner that is generative and supportive of both the historical and evolving shared vision for education in 
Alberta. We have provided a synopsis of our view on that important and complex topic. 
 

 
1. Enhancing Parental Choice within Existing Charter Schools 
 
The right of parents to choose the charter school option is limited by caps on enrollment and limited access 
to facilities.  This section of our submission will focus on considerations for increasing enrollment caps and 
increasing access to facilities for charter schools.  
 

A. Enrollment Caps 
 
While enrollment caps are not mentioned in either legislation or regulations, they have been mentioned in 
charter school term renewal letters, connected to charter proposals themselves as well as the limits of the 
charter school facilities.  We ask that changes in legislation, regulations and processes be put in place to 
permit increased enrollment and expanded programming in existing schools, subject to the following 
considerations:  
 

 Charter schools requesting an increase in student numbers and/or a change in programming and 
grade levels must submit an updated enrolment projection with an accompanying rationale and 
documentation of parental support for the increased enrolment for approval by the Minister. 

 Charter schools requesting a charter enrolment increase must either have the space available or 
identify the need for required additional facility space in their capital plans, including the 
identification of any potential facility options, if possible.  

 
 

B. Increased Access to Facilities 
Access to quality educational facilities has always been a challenge for charter schools. We propose 
meeting the challenges of facility availability, particularly in light of the intent to enhance and improve 
choice for parents, by effecting changes in legislation, regulations and processes to: 
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 Promote the efficient use of capital resources, reduce consumption by re-using facilities efficiently, 
and revitalize communities by ensuring that existing community and/or school buildings that are 
unused due to population changes and migration are prioritized for the use of charter schools; 

 In situations where no surplus community or school facilities are available then charter schools be 
approved for new schools. 

 Permit charter schools to own school buildings. 
 Enact changes required to grant access to municipal-owned schools and lands for charter school 

purposes.  
 
 
2. Enhancing Parental Choice through Expansion of Charter Schools 
 
With the lifting of the cap on new charters, we believe our Association can be helpful in providing ways and 
means to guide learning communities and groups of parents seeking to create a charter school.  The 
Association is supportive of enhancing charter school opportunities for parents, and believes that they 
should be subject to the same rigour of application and evaluation that has resulted in the high quality of 
charter schools that presently exist.   
 

A. Facilitating the Granting of New Charters 
 
To cut red tape, we propose that charter applications to be sent directly to the Minister without the step of 
applying to the local public jurisdiction. The rationale for the application to the local jurisdiction was to 
ensure the proposed program was not being offered.  While effective in some case, in others the process 
has stalled. In one instance, the local board coopted the application and started an alternative program 
mirroring the application, thus preventing the granting of a new charter. We suggest there are simple and 
direct means for an efficient enquiry from the Ministry to the local jurisdiction to ascertain the existence and 
similarity to the programming of the proposed charter.   
 

B. Ensuring A High Level of Quality and Assurance in New Charters (as well as other publically funded 
school choice options) 

 
The process of granting initial charters, reviewing and evaluating charter progress and success, and the 
granting of renewals to charters, has been effective in ensuring the quality of charter schools to date.  The 
Association believes that while there are improvements that must be made to these processes, the current 
protocol should be maintained and improved.  It is also our belief that all publicly funded options should be 
held to a similar high standard; for example, the requirement that audited financial statements be publicly 
posted as well as required provincial accountability and assurance data.  
 
 
3.  The meaning and implications of choice within the shared Alberta vision for education.  
 
The people of Alberta, at a fundamental cultural level, expect the right to exercise choice in education. 
Understanding the depth and profound nature of this expectation is difficult, as this requires being aware of 
the roots of major historical social patterns within the province. 
 
To succeed and flourish, educational policy concerning choice in education must align to the historical 
Albertan cultural reality, to earn the right to serve the evolving culture. Defining choice in education cannot 
be an exercise in shaping a desired interpretation, leading to collectivism and compliance. Albertans will 
vigorously and irrevocably repel a definition grounded in this manner.  
 
At the highest and most essential level, Albertan values and behaviours can be seen to be dependent on 
two principles, which must remain at the foundations of all policy.  

- Firstly, a profound respect for the individual.  

- Secondly, protection for the free, informed choice of every Albertan to act interdependently and 
collaborate, in service of shared success.  
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Choice in education is best defined within the context of the uses for the definition. Predominantly there are 
three primary possible uses for the definition of choice: 

1. Declaring curriculum 
2. Approving and funding educational options 
3. Engaging learning communities 

 
Choice means Albertans retain a collective voice in declaring educational curriculum and serving it 
responsibly, through educational institutions, which are transparent, accountable and responsible to 
effectively deliver the curriculum with the highest possible learning community engagement. 
 
Choice does not, and cannot, mean serving all needs of all people who make representations for their 
interests. There are, and have always been, scarce funds, resources and expertise available for education. 
This will be the reality in the future.  
 
A strength of the Albertan education system has always been our shared curriculum. It has provided focus 
and collaboration, essential to success of Alberta students. Choice in Alberta has always been predicated 
on delivering that common curriculum. Alberta Education efforts to engage all Albertans in declaring the 
curriculum are essential, although at times thankless, to the integrity of the shared Albertan vision for 
education. Choice in education must retain and enhance this shared vision as a kingpin of the education 
system, our shared vision for curriculum. 
 
The current limitations and criteria for approving and funding educational options have both strengths and 
weaknesses. This is unavoidable and not new. No set of criteria used to allocate scarce resources ever 
adequately reflects reality or keeps up with the inevitable march of change. No set of criteria will ever be 
satisfactory to all constituents. Having a set and improving it over time however, is essential. The definition 
of choice cannot provide final, binding arbitration for requests to serve the curriculum. Albertans have 
learned the hard way that one central authority is not the most efficient and effective way to acknowledge 
and meaningfully include the diverse population of Alberta. At best, the definition of choice in education will 
legitimize and enable the continual improvement and alignment of the processes necessary to shape the 
development of educational choice within our province.  
 
Engagement of learning communities, arguably the greatest source of strength in any education system, 
must be protected and evolved by the definition of choice in the Alberta education system. The importance 
of this cannot be understated. More than any other feature of the education system, the right and 
responsibility of parents, students, teachers, educational leaders and partners to engage and associate in 
learning communities they believe in is a necessity. This means many things to many people. Attempting to 
declare that one engagement approach will serve everyone is a naive and short-sighted objective. The 
choice to engage in an educational option may be driven by requirement or aspiration. Enabling research-
informed, collaboratively-focussed learning communities throughout the entire education system is 
essential to the proper growth and evolution of education in Alberta. 
 
. 
Summary 
 
In summary, the Association is very enthusiastic about the initiative to affirm and enhance choice in 
education for parents in Alberta.  We offer these proposals and our shared interpretation of choice as well 
as our future support as the Ministry moves forward with the Choice in Education Act.  
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