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Important Dates: 
 April 14th—Good Friday 

No School. 

 May 18th - Volunteer Tea 

 May 19th - Self Control 

Assembly @9:00am 

 May 22nd - Victoria Day   

No School 

 May 23rd - PD Day       

No School 

 May 26th - Sports Day 

 June 1st - Year End  

Virtue Celebration 

 June 8th - ECS Graduation 

 June 26th - PD/Org. Day 

No School 

 June 28th - Last Day of 

Classes 

Almadina 

Language Charter 

Academy 

Dear parents, 

 

Thank you for attending our recent 

Parent Teacher Interviews. We 

hope it was a time of reflection and 

goal setting for your child to en-

gage in. As always, you can keep in 

touch by communicating with your 

child’s teacher through email and 

agenda. 

 

The Lost and Found has a number 

of items ready for pick up. Please 

drop by and browse the selection 

of items. You may see some long 

lost pieces of clothing that belong 

to your child(ren). 

We have requested an additional 

set of clothing for Grade 1 and 2 

students. Over the last few days 

there have been a number of chil-

dren getting wet from puddles. It 

helps them if they have a change of 

clothes ready. That way they can 

refocus on their work. We have a 

lot of puddle areas and it is slippery 

outside so wearing rain boots is a 

good idea. 

 

 

Our empathy goal involves collect-

ing clean, gently used clothing for 

the Cerebral Palsy Association. The 

empathy committee has chosen 

meaningful stories and an action 

project that helps develop caring 

for others. As always, we hope our 

students will internalize this charac-

ter education. Please reinforce this 

at home. 

 

On behalf of our staff, I hope you 

had a warm and relaxing spring 

break. We can now refocus on 

learning and look forward to the 

last few months of school. 

 

Sincerely, 

Shakila Raja 

Principal 

Published by: Mrs. Chambers and Mr. Doucette 
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We are moving from Newsletter to Blog! 

Current featured books: 

The Literacy Committee has come together to create a school-wide 
initiative to promote a love of reading among our students.  We 
strongly feel that reading is to the mind as exercise is to the body. It is 
important that children are able to pick up a book out of love and en-
joyment and it is our goal to encourage that. 
We have started our Author of the Month 
program which allows students to participate 

in contests and activities that focus on a featured author and select books. The idea 
is to expose students to literature they might enjoy and continue to read on their 
own free will.  We hope that students can make connections to the texts they read 
and also fuel their own creative imaginations. At the same time, students are gaining 
extra exposure and practice with comprehension and vocabulary activities through 
focused book café’s held by the literacy committee. New exciting authors and their 

books will be featured every few months with more contests and prizes to be won! 

It is important that the teachers, staff, and administration here at Almadina can keep parents and families 
up to date on current events and information in a timely manner.  In order to provide you with updates of 
what’s happening in our school as it happens, we are moving this current newsletter format towards an 
online blog format. From now on, all the information, updates, and pictures you would normally read in 
our newsletter can be found on our Almadina website. To get to the blog, just scroll down to the bottom 
of the main homepage to find the heading title: “What’s happening at Almadina…” Click on any top-

ics that interest you to learn more about all the great things that occur in our school on a regular basis! 

Our Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success! Thank 
you to parents, students, and families who took the 
time to visit and purchase items from the book fair dur-
ing parent teacher interviews. Your support has helped 
to raise over $3200 in funds to help replenish our 
school library with new books and resources.  A special 
thank you to our school Librarian, Mrs. Rao, for all her 

hard work in organizing this event.  

Congratulations to the lucky draw book fair winner, Noor U.  from 2H. 

Author of the Month! 

Registration dates for the 2017-
2018 school year have now passed.  
If you require more information on 
the enrollment and wait list pro-
cess, or the payment of school 
fees, please click on the following 

link: 

http://esl-almadina.com/family-

zone/registration-information/ 

http://esl-almadina.com/family-zone/registration-information/
http://esl-almadina.com/family-zone/registration-information/


Respect Assembly Pictures 

Virtues Update 
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Mrs. Dassouki’s Gr.2 class gave a special thank you performance 
to our Superintendent, Ms. Depeel, for all her hard work in 
making Alamdina the great learning community it is today! She 

has left a lasting mark on our hearts and will be missed greatly! 

Outstanding perfor-
mances were given 
by Mrs. Rollins’, 
Mrs. Dassouki’s, 
Ms. Wytink’s, Mrs. 
Mahmood’s ECS, 
and Ms. Yassiri’s 
Arabic classes. 
Their hard work in 
preparing for the 

day was evident! 

Congratulations to 
our respect virtue 
coupon winners! 
Great job showing 
respectful behavior 

in your classrooms! 

Each class made a special 
thank you card to show 
our respect and appreci-
ation for all the support 
staff that make Almadina 
a successful learning en-
vironment! Your every-
day contributions are 

invaluable! 

Haris M. and Sarah S. 
from Mrs. Rollins’ class 
did a fantastic job as 
MC’s for the Respect 

Assembly! 

Mrs. Dassouki’s Grade 2 class gave a special farewell thank 
you performance dedicated to our Superintendent, Ms. 
Depeel. We truly appreciate all that she has done for our 
school! Her passion and dedication towards learning will be 

missed here at Almadina. We wish her all the best! 



“Empathy is seeing 
with the eyes of 

another, listening with 
the ears of another, 
and feeling with the 
heart of another.” 

Empathy 

FEATURED SCHOOL -

WIDE EMPATHY BOOK:  

Empathy Virtue Stars 

This past virtue: 

Congratulations to 
the chosen empathy 
virtue stars from our 
grade 3 &4 classes. 
They worked hard 
to demonstrate lead-
ership by reading 
virtue books to their 
younger peers and 
consistently show 
what it means to be 
empathetic, kind, and 

caring individuals. 

Student’s 
from Mrs. 
Pollett’s 
Grade 1 class 
help to bring 
all our donat-
ed clothes 
out to the 
Cerebral 
Palsy dona-

tion bin. 

Congratulations to Mr. Doucette’s 
Grade 2 class for winning the school 
Giant Door Display contest! They 
showcased a unique perspective and 
ability to think outside the box 
through their “Giant from a Distance” 
door creation! Amazing door displays 

were seen all around the school! 

Empathy Clothing Drive! 

At the root of being a kind, compas-
sionate, and respectful individual is our 
capacity to show and experience empa-
thy. Empathy helps us to see that some-
one else’s pain is as meaningful as our 
own. It also helps us celebrate in each 
others joy and heartfelt experiences. 
When students are able to put them-
selves in another person’s shoes, their 
ability to understand helps to resolve 
and prevent issues of bullying and low 
self-esteem. The student’s here at 
Almadina have done a great job of 

showing empathy. 
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In our featured book, George the Giant gives his clothes to 
animals in need. Almadina students did the same by holding 
a special clothing drive to support the Cerebral Palsy Asso-
ciation. The overwhelming amount of support from Almadi-
na families was amazing as large amounts of clothing turned 
up in our donation boxes. Thank you to all the students, 
parents, and family members who didn’t hesitate to donate 
their clothing. Together we have helped to make a differ-

ence for families in need. 

Students showcased the 
meaning of empathy 
through art and written 

letters to the Giant. 

MARCH -  APRIL  2017  



Empathy Assembly Pictures 
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Congratulations to the 
empathy virtue coupon 
winners! They are recog-
nized for their fantastic 
job showing empathy in 

their classrooms! 

Dahlia, Shadia, 
Ali, and Danyal 
from 4G did a 
fantastic job as 
MC’s for the 

assembly. 

We took the time to recognize empathy in 
action by one of our students. Lana A. 
from 3V is a prime example of what it 
means to show empathy as she decided to 
cut off her long hair and donated it to the 
Canadian Cancer Society so that it could 
be used to create wigs for those battling 
cancer. Wow! Thank you Lana for your 

kind and self-less act of empathy! 

A special video presentation 
showcasing empathy was put 
on by Mr. Goodman’s Grade 

4 class. 

Students from 
Mrs. Pollett’s, 
Mrs. Cham-
bers’, Mr. 
Doucette’s, and 
Mr. Goodman’s 
classes gave 
outstanding 
performances. 
All their hard 
work and prac-
tice definitely 

paid off! 



Hello from the WEP Team! We 

are the Wellness Empowerment 

Program success coaches at 

Almadina Mountain View for 

2016-2017. We are here to 

work with students, staff, and 

parents to teach them about 

positive mental health. This 

means that we often work in 

classrooms, consult with teach-

ers and administration, and host 

parent events. 

WEP recently finished our se-

ries of lessons on the MindUp 

curriculum in grade 2 classrooms. 

Each class received eight lessons, 

and practiced using mindfulness to 

pay better attention, cope with 

stress, and respond appropriately 

to their feelings. We were extreme-

ly impressed with the effort and 

progress made by all of the grade 

2 students! 

Our program is also currently 

facilitating a Friday lunch-time 

group for grade 2 girls. Two 

girls were chosen at random 

from each of the classes, with 

two spots open per day as 

drop-in for other girls who are 

interested. Our focus is on 

building positive self-esteem, 

developing social skills, and fos-

tering new friendships. We ac-

complish this through discus-

sions, artwork, and games. 

We are very thankful for the 

chance to get to know Almadi-

na’s grade 2 students this year! 

Please don’t hesitate to contact 

us to learn more about our pro-

gram. 

Technology Update — Ms. Hutchinson 

WEP Update — Mrs. Fay and Ms. Morgan 
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Doodle 4 Google Canada is a national contest inviting students from K-12 to redesign the logo for 

the Google.ca homepage for a day. As Canada blows out a whole lot of candles for its 150th birthday 

this year, what better way to celebrate than by asking students to imagine what the next 150 years 

will look like?  

 

Google believes our youth hold the key to a bright future for Canada, and can't wait to see what 

their optimism, creativity and imagination give rise to. 

 

Artists create their doodle around the theme "What I see for Canada's future is...". Artists can draw their 

doodle by hand, computer or with any materials they want. For further inspiration and to code a doodle, 

check out our special Doodle 4 Google brainstorming activities at doodles.google.ca/d4g/education.html. Visit 

doodles.google.ca/d4g/index.html for the contest homepage, terms and conditions, and inspiration. 

 

The winning doodle will be featured on the Google Canada homepage for 24 hours. The 

winning student will also receive a $10,000 university scholarship, a Google Chromebook, & a 

$10,000 technology award for their current school along with a trip to the final event on 

June 13, 2017. 

Entrants need a parent or legal guardian’s permission (& signature on the entry form) in order to 

participate. Entrants must be a Canadian citizen or a permanent Canadian legal resident. 

When you have completed your Doodle and form, you may hand it in to the office OR if you need 

more time, you can upload it directly on the contest website. 

Deadline to submit through Almadina: Wednesday, April 26th 

Deadline to submit your own entry on Google: Tuesday, May 2nd 

Submitting an entry for this contest is optional. This is not a mandatory assignment. 

Fly to the “Google” 
 

I think in the future everyone 
will have a pair of wings and is 

allowed to fly around with it. 

Save the Animals 
 

I hope that in the future we can 
provide a better life for the animals 

in the rainforest! 

“Building Homes, Building  
Communities, Building Friendships!” 

 

My idea for everyone is to have a 
home in the future. Add-on buildings 
are very unique. They snap together 
to form new house designs and 
larger communities. It is so im-
portant for everyone to have a 
home, and with Add-on Buildings, 

everyone can! 

https://doodles.google.ca/d4g/education.html
http://doodles.google.ca/d4g/education.html
https://doodles.google.ca/d4g/index.html
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 On Tuesday, February 21, the grade one 
students celebrated the 100th Day of school. It was a 
fun day filled with counting to 100, skip counting to 
100, sharing 100 day posters, writing 100 words, 
turning old using the Aging Booth app and making 
100th day glasses, headbands and 100 gumball ma-
chines. Some of us ended our day with a marching 
parade.  We are now excited to say, "WE ARE 100 

DAYS SMARTER IN GRADE ONE!"   

100 Days of School 
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Special Events 



JURASSIC BARK  

 

 

 

On February 23, students in 

grades 1-3 had the opportunity 

to experience a live drama 

presentation about dinosaur 

fossils in Alberta.  

Some students were cast in 

supporting roles in the produc-

tion from Evergreen Theatre.  

Special thanks to the Fine Arts 

Committee for arranging this 

great educational performance. 
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JURASSIC BARK  



 During the Month of February, students participated 
in the Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser. Students learned the 
importance of taking care of their hearts by leading physically 
active lives. In Daily Physical Activity (DPA) classes, Mr. 
Cooper led students in a number of skipping exercises con-
nected to the fundraiser. On February 27th, students demon-
strated their super skipping powers by fulfilling their pledges. 

Our school raised $1292.50. Way to go Almadina! 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Pink Shirt Day 
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On February 15, students  celebrated Canada’s national flag by wearing its col-
ours, and through a variety of classroom activities. Special thank you to Ms. 

Hutchinson for providing each student with a miniature Canadian flag and pin.  

National Flag Day 
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