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Communication is key! 
 
Dear parents, 
 
You have just received interim 
report cards. At this point, you 
should be contacting your child’s 
teacher to follow up with con-
cerns. This will provide you with 
the time necessary to support 
your child and make an impact 
for the second formal report card. 
You can communicate with your 
child’s teacher through the agen-
da, through email or over the 
phone during non-instructional 
time. The daily schedule is in 
your child’s agenda, so you can 
see when your child’s teacher is 
available. As well, you can sched-
ule a time from 3:00-4:00 to re-
view work and see the teacher in 
person. 
 
All grade teams have been asked 
to clarify homework expectations 
with parents. You should have 
received  a “Homework Guide-
lines” information sheet from 
your child’s teacher. This should 
help you understand what the 
purpose of homework is and how 
much of it your child can expect. 
Please follow up by ensuring that 
you sign the agenda and let the 
teacher know if you have any 
questions. 
 

Parents are valued partners in 
our school. Please look at the 
school website for information on 
the Accountability Pillar. This is 
an important survey that helps 
the school address the needs of 
the stakeholders. Check the 
school website for more details. 
 
Speaking of concerns, if at any 
time you have concerns, you 
should follow communication 
guidelines. This means contacting 
your child’s teacher first. If you 
feel the issue has not been ad-
dressed, you should formally 
write an email to your child’s 
teacher and express the concern, 
proposed solution and a possible 
timeline for change. If that does 
not address the issue, you should 
request an appointment with the 
school administration and the 
teacher to follow up. The admin-
istration consider themselves to 
be supports to parents and teach-
ers. We can often assist in the 
problem solving process. Again, 
the first place to start the solu-
tions oriented process is the 
classroom teacher. 
 
As in every situation, communica-
tion is key! 
 
Warm regards, 
Shakila Raja 
Principal 



Page 2 January / February 2017 

Accountability Pillar Survey 
Each year in January, Alberta Education sends an 
important survey to all parents and guardians of 
students in Grades 4 and up. The survey is called 
the Accountability Pillar Survey.  
 

Families will receive the English Version of the 
Survey in the mail, however copies are also availa-
ble in many languages. Please contact the office if 
you would like one in a specific language provided 
to you. It is important that parental voices are 
heard so that we can help to improve the satisfac-
tion and quality of education that our students 
are receiving.  
 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this sur-
vey and helping us to enhance learning and teach-
ing here at Almadina. 
 

For more information please visit: Alberta Educa-
tion’s Accountability Pillar Info Page 

Parent Information 

Interim Report Cards 

Interim report cards were sent home on Fri-
day, January 27th. If your child has any areas 
of concern, please take the time to discuss 
possible strategies with your child’s teacher. 
We appreciate your sup-
port in helping your 
child be successful in 
every aspect of learning! 

Newsletter Contest! 

Students have a chance to win prizes just by  reading 
the Almadina Newsletter together with their parents!  

Once each new issue is released on our school web-
site, a contest question will be written in agendas. 
When you find the answer, have your child write it 
down on a piece of paper with 
their name, classroom, and an-
swer in a full sentence.  Entries 
can be submitted to the box lo-
cated in the main office. Multi-
ple prizes will be drawn the fol-
lowing week. Good luck! 

Ice Safety! 
Please remind your child of the dangers of play-
ing on icy areas outside.  Many children find 
playing on ice fun and can be oblivious to the 
idea of getting hurt. We would like to prevent 
injuries before they happen!  

The community center next 
to the school has opened its 
ice rink, however students are 
not to go on ice without 
proper skates and a safety 
helmet. It is off limits to stu-
dents during school hours. 

Family Day is coming on February 20th! 

Take this special day to spend quality time with your loved 
ones. Here are just some fun suggestions perfect for the 
whole family! 

— Visit Fort Calgary for their Special Family Day Winter festi-
val complete with free admission! 

-— Check out the “Family Quest” 
special on all Family Day long week-
end at Heritage Park. 

— Engage in Family Day fun at the 
Science Center! 

— Go ice skating at Olympic Plaza. 

— Race down the hill at Calgary 
Winsport’s new Tube Park! 

http://www.cbe.ab.ca/news-centre/Documents/20170118-Alberta-Education-Invest-in-the-Future-Parent-Letter-2017.pdf
http://www.cbe.ab.ca/news-centre/Documents/20170118-Alberta-Education-Invest-in-the-Future-Parent-Letter-2017.pdf
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Virtues Update 

Everywhere you look, 
you will see great 
leadership among our 
students in the school. 
Our student leadership 
programs give grade 3 
and 4 students a 
chance to showcase 
their outstanding 
citizenship skills and 
acknowledge their 
dedication to being 
role models for their younger peers. The Almadina Helpers have been helping 
their ECS and Grade 1 peers get dressed up for the cold weather during 
recesses. Our Virtue stars will be reading books to their younger peers to teach 
all they know about showing respect. We are proud of the great work our 
students do here at Almadina! 

“Treating 
others and 
the world 
we live in 
the same 
way we 
would 
like to be 
treated 
ourselves.” 

Our Current Virtue: Respect! 

Our feature school-wide book for Respect is Hugo: The Last Bully 
By: Suzy Liebermann. 

Almadina students discussed how they could help the Anti-Bully 
Club to prevent bullying from happening to our peers. Students 
decorated colorful fish to add to our virtue bulletin board to sym-
bolize our capacity to stick together as a school of fish and stand 
up to bullying! 

Respect means having consideration and 
regard for others feelings, rights, wishes, and 
traditions, as well as regard for oneself and 
our surroundings.  

Some prime examples of showing respect 
include: cleaning up the environment 
around you, raising your hand to speak in 
class, using your manners to say please and 
thank you, and showing gratitude and appre-
ciation for those who help us in our daily 
lives. Students at Almadina have done an 
excellent job so far demonstrating respectful 
behavior in various capacities! 

Respect Assembly: Thursday, Feb. 
9th @ 1:00 pm. 

Performances by:  

Mrs. Rollins’, Ms. Wytinck’s, Mrs. Dassouki;s, 

Mrs. Mahmood’s, and Mrs. Yassiri’s classes. 

Parents and families are welcome to attend! 

Student Leadership 

Almadina Helpers (left) 

Respect Virtue Stars (below) 
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Acceptance Assembly Photos 

Congratulations to all the acceptance virtue coupon winners! 

Students from Mrs. Dhanaraj’s, Ms. Khandani’s, 
Ms. Hazzard’s, Mrs. Bhaidani’s, Mrs. Monaco’s, 
and Ms. Mahmood’s Gr.3 Urdu class put on 
memorable performances during last month’s 
acceptance assembly. It was evident how much 
hard work and practice they put into making 
this day a success!  

Thank you to all parents, family, and friends 
who came to support our students and our vir-
tues program! 
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Update from the ELL Coordinator 
 
How can you help your child’s learning? 

A parent is the first teacher. Parental involvement is crucial to each 
child’s academic achievement, as well as to the overall performance 
and development of the entire school. We understand that you all 
have busy lives. 

 
Ways busy parents can help teachers and student learning: 

 Prepare classroom learning materials, in advance, from your 
home. 

 Check you child’s homework and sign their agenda every day. 

 Bring your child to the library regularly. 

 Read and listen to Tumble books together. 

 Practice math skills while grocery shopping with your child. 

 Always talk to them about school, encourage them, and main-
tain regular contact with their teachers. 

 
Everyone benefits when parents become involved in school life. 
Almadina thanks you for all that you do! 

 

Trending Technology 
By Ms. Hutchinson (Almadina’s Educational Technologist 

Many of Almadina’s teachers use Google Classroom to 
simplify class assignments. Google Classroom lets 
teachers and students communicate, collaborate, share 
assignments and get real-time grades and feedback. Ask 
your child if their teacher is using Google Classroom. If 
they are, have your child login using their alca-s.com 
student account and show you around. Google 
Classroom can be accessed on any device, and is a safe 
way for teachers to share assignments, communicate 
with students and incorporate paperless assignments! 
Check it out with your child tonight! 

(www.tumblebooks.com) 
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

February 2—27, 2016 

Each year at Almadina, students get 
active by skipping rope while 
collecting pledges for the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation.  We will jump 
into this year’s campaign on 
February 2nd.   

 

Inspire healthy hearts and minds! 

UPCOMING 

PRESENTATION 

February 23 at 1:30 p.m. 

Evergreen Theatre 
and Almadina’s Fine 
Arts  Committee 

presents “Jurassic Bark.”  

 

Rex is a stray dog who has a hard 
time sharing his things. Polly is a 
paleontologist who spends her time 
digging in the dirt. When these two 
strangers come across a huge, 
mysterious bone in the ground, will 
they work together to discover 
where it came from? Or, will Rex 
bury the evidence before they can 
begin? Set in Alberta’s famous 
badlands, this dino-sized adventure 
explores our relationship to the 
creatures who came before us, and 
what we can learn from playing in 
the dirt. 

Featuring students from Grade 3! 



SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 On December 7th, 2016, Almadina held our annual Ahmed 
Abbas assembly. It was an opportunity for our school to raise mon-
ey in honor of Ahmed’s life, and to give back to the Alberta Chil-
dren’s Hospital Foundation. Mr. Doucette, Mrs. Qureshi, Mrs. 
Haziri, and Mr. Zaidi graciously accepted a pie in the face as a dis-
play of heartfelt gratitude to students for their fundraising efforts. 
The complete total amount raised was 
$2214.79. A huge thank you 
to staff and students for 
their dedication to this 
fundraising effort. 
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Bronze 
Ms. Mawji 
Grade 2 

As a way of showing respect to our place of learning, the entire school comes together to help our 
hard-working and very much appreciated care staff. Each week, Mr. Gus awards classes from 
upstairs and downstairs with a gold, silver, or bronze trash can award for the cleanest and best kept 
classrooms. It is wonderful to see everyone doing their part to keep our school clean. 

Congratulations to all our winners so far! Keep up the great work. 

GOLDEN TRASH CAN AWARDS 

Gold 
Mrs. Mahmood 

ECS 

Silver 
Mrs. Dhanaraj 

ECS 

Respecting our school 
and those who take 
special care of it! 
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Gold 
Mrs. Dassouki 

Grade 2 

Silver 
Ms. Hazzard 

Grade 2 

Bronze 
Mrs. Monaco 

Grade 3 

Upstairs: 

Gold— Grade 3 Mrs. Haziri 

Silver— Grade 3 Mrs. Chambers 

Bronze— Grade 2 Mrs. Bhaidani 

Downstairs 

Gold— Grade 1 Ms. Khandani 

Silver— ECS Ms. Stahl 

Bronze— Grade 2 Mrs. Moores 

The Winners for Week 2 have been announced... 
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